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Despite a somewhat shaky start
Summer should be just around the 
corner and here is the Garden 
Newsletter to prove it. 
Please take a moment to read it and the Bye-Laws which are also enclosed.

Help!
As you all know there is 
now a hosepipe ban in 
place.  Gordon and Stephen 
will do their best to water as 
much as possible but we 
may well lose some of  our 
precious plants.  Even if  it 
rains regularly over the 
summer at least 60% of  
summer rain is lost through 
evaporation.  Please water 

any plant you see suffering.  
If  we all water the plants 
outside our gates that will 
make a big difference - your 
garden needs you.

Horse Chesnuts
Many of  you will have 
noticed that we lost a 
majestic Horse Chestnut 
near the top gate in the 
autumn.  It succumbed  to 

Black Canker.  One other 
Chestnut is affected but it 
seems to be fighting back - 
the others remain healthy.  
There are various diseases 
threatening trees 
throughout the country but 
rest assured that your 
committee is monitoring the 
situation carefully and will 
do its best to preserve our 
magnificent trees.
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Welcome  The notice 
boards featured above  greet 
you when you enter the gate 
of  the communal garden at 
Coleherne Court.  No 
wonder the gardens look so 
pristine - nobody is allowed 
to enjoy them.  Several 
hundred people from 148 
households have access to 
Stanley Crescent Garden 
which has some of  the most 
liberal Bye-Laws of  any 
communal garden in the 
Borough.  There are surely as 
many reasons to enjoy the 
garden as there are residents.  
It is a difficult balance to 
ensure that the children can 

play freely, animal lovers can 
watch their pets enjoying 
themselves and others can 
simply drink in the peace and 
beauty of  the place.  Please 
take a moment to read the 
Bye-Laws which are enclosed 
with this newsletter.
Despite evidence to the 
contrary, summer should be 
with us soon and there are a 
few points to make.  We have 
three wastepaper baskets in 
the garden -  primarily to 
encourage the children to put 
their sweet papers, juice 
cartons etc. in them.  As you 
know we are constantly 
plagued by squirrels and 

occasionally irritated by foxes 
and they rummage through 
the baskets dragging the 
contents all over the garden 
so please take your picnic 
rubbish, baby’s nappies and 
dog mess home with you.  
While on the delicate subject 
of  dog mess it is now more 
important than ever with 
more people likely to be using 
the garden for dog owners to 
clean up.  There is a strong 
lobby to have dogs banned 
from the garden and it would 
be a great pity if  the 
thoughtless actions of  a 
couple of  dog owners spoilt it 
for all the others.
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Congratulations to Prescila Bisa who received 
an award of  Merit in the Gardening Against the 
Odds Competition  which was organised by 
The Sunday Telegraph.  She won because of  the 
colourful display she managed to maintain while 
recovering from breast cancer and throughout her 
radiotherapy treatment.  Prescila lives on the top 
floor of  22 Stanley Crescent so watering is a feat 

at any time.  She would like to thank everyone 
who sponsored her in the 2011 Race for Life.  She 
raised £520 for Cancer Research UK and she 
plans to enter again this year.  The race will be 
held in Hyde Park on 26th May so please make a 
donation as a small thanks for all the great 
pleasure Prescila’s displays give us.

Prescila received her award at a 
ceremony at Syon House from David 

Ros’s BBQ Chicken Recipe
Those of  you lucky enough to sample Ros Bardi’s 
delicious BBQ chicken thighs at the Fireworks 
Party last year will be pleased to learn that she 
has kindly agreed to share the recipe with us. 
Enough for 72 chicken pieces

2 cups of  tomato  ketchup	
1/2 cup of  wine  vinegar	  	
½ cup of  lemon juice
1 tab.smoked paprika	  	
Salt and pepper to taste
chilli powder to taste
½ cup of  chopped onions
3 tabs. Worcestershire sauce
3 tabs. Light brown sugar
½ a cup of  olive oil

The AGM
The AGM will take place on 
Thursday 17th May at St Peter’s 
Church in Kensington Park Road.  It 
is a lovely opportunity to chat with 
your neighbours and catch up with 
developments in the garden over a 
glass or two of  wine.   

Summer Party
The summer party will be held on 
Sunday 1st July and will follow a 
similar pattern to previous years with 
children’s entertainment in the 
afternoon and a sit down dinner with 
music for the grown ups in the 
evening.  

Open Garden 
Square Weekend
On Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th 
June many garden squares and other 
private and semi-private gardens are 
open to the public.  Our garden will 
be open from 2.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m. 
on the Sunday.  Volunteers to help 
man the gate would be welcome. 

Fireworks Party
There will be a Halloween Party with 
fireworks and a bonfire on Sunday 
28th October.  There will be prizes for 
the best costumes and it is hoped that 
all the children will help make the 
garden a spooky as possible.  Adult 
help will be needed with the cooking 
of  the sausages, mulling of  wine etc.
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May 17th
June 10th
July 1st
October 28th

Security Update 
There was a break in over Christmas, probably 
aided by a disused ‘dog’ flap.  The intruders 
entered between 5 and 7 a.m. and stole various 
small things including a handbag containing all the 
important items such as credit cards etc. which are 
normally found in a handbag.  Ironically they chose 
one of  the few houses which were occupied at the 
time
Some Sad News
Unfortunately two elderly members of  our 
community died earlier this year.  Cynthia Eland 
who lived at No 48 Ladbroke Grove had lived here 
since the 1940ies.  It is particularly sad when 
someone who has known the garden for so long 
dies – so many memories go with them.  Kate 
O’Connor lived at 16 Stanley Crescent. I am sure 
many residents in Stanley Crescent will remember 
her.  She was always eager for a chat. 

However Some Good News
Some of  you may have noticed some activity around the mulberry tree just before Christmas.  It was bedecked 
with fairy lights and a bench with lovely warm rugs placed beneath it.  Friends of  one of  our younger residents 
set it up for him so that he could bring his girlfriend out and, going down on one knee, ask her to marry him.  
Thankfully after such a romantic display worthy of  Notting Hill she accepted his proposal.
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