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The summer party organisers – 
Linda Clifford, Jean Gustafsson, 
Jacqui Jenkins and Sandra 
Kamen - have done a wonderful 
job but after five years they feel 
it is time for some new 
volunteers to takeover.  They 
will be there to give every 
support and advice but please 
they need some new helpers to 
join the team.  Please contact 
any of  the group if  you are able 
to help.
Let’s see if  we can implement 
the ideals of  the ‘big society’ in 
our little one. 

Summer Party 
Organisers
needed

We are pleased to report that 
Ian Keen, our arboriculturalist, 
gave our trees a good report 
when he visited recently.  The 
Black Canker which was visible 
on the chestnut near the bottom 
gate and which can prove fatal 
seems to have disappeared and 

is at least in remission and, as 
you have sene  the Leaf  Miner is 
hardly visible this year.  There is 
a new fungal disease, Massaria, 
which affects plane trees.  It has 
been travelling across Europe 
and has recently reached 
London.  Ian thinks our planes 

are in good health but our tree 
surgeons will undertake a 
climbing inspection when they 
come in the next few weeks as 
that is the only real way to check 
for Massaria.

Trees

Halloween Party
There will be a Halloween Party on 
Sunday 28th October.  The bonfire 
will be lit at 6.30 and the judging of  
the Halloween costumes and the 
best pumpkin lanterns will take 
place at 7.00 with the fireworks 
display starting at 7.30.
As usual there will be lots to eat and 
drink so please come hungry and 
bring lots of  friends.

Further details and information 
about tickets sales will follow later.D
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We were lucky to have a dry day for the summer party - not 
that the children stayed dry when the entertainers set off  the 
water balloons.

James Topham, our gardener Stephen’s son, was 
the runaway winner of  the painting competition.

Written by Sheila Robertson
Artwork by Ros Bardi



Letter to the Secretary

Georgina Seal suggested a doughut eating competition which 
proved a great success with both our children and the children 
from Belarus getting stuck in.’

A London council has declared 
war on basement developments 
by insisting homeowners carry 
out a costly eco-upgrade of  
their entire property before they 
are allowed to dig for space 
beneath it.
The first salvo of  the battle has 
been fired by Kensington and 
Chelsea council, which has 
fielded more than 1,000 
applications for underground 
extensions in the past five years 
— including ones from Chelsea 
footballer Frank Lampard and 
his girlfriend Christine Bleakley, 
and Take That’s Howard 
Donald.
It has now refused the owner of  
a home in Elgin Crescent, 
Notting Hill, permission to 
create a basement complex 
because he “failed to detail how 
he would improve the terrace 
property’s overall carbon 
efficiency”.
The architect of  the scheme 
condemned the council for 

“entirely inappropriate use of  
guidance” which will cost the 
homeowner thousands of  
pounds, making it financially 
unviable. Jonathan Bore, the 
council’s executive director for 
planning, threw out the 
proposals and said: 

“The applicant has failed to 
demonstrate appropriate 
mitigation for the 
environmental impact of  the 
proposed subterranean 
development, in particular the 
impact of  the development on 
carbon emissions.”
Kensington and Chelsea has 
introduced a policy directed 
specifically at basement 
extensions, amid growing 
pressure after complaints of  
noise nuisance and the prospect 
of  damage to neighbouring 
properties.
It will insist anybody who wishes 
to build a basement must prove 
their home meets tough eco-

standards before it gets planning 
consent. The architect for the 
Notting Hill scheme, Stuart 
Brown, said: “I can understand 
the need for new guidelines to 
regulate the current rash of  
massive full site basements.
“But to insist that the 
environmental performance of  
an entire house is upgraded in 
order to develop an
extension of  some five square 
metres is clearly an entirely 
inappropriate use of  guidance.”
He added: “The costs of  
complying are prohibitive and 
out of  all proportion.”

Ruth Bloomfield  Evening 
Standard                Another 
article:
http://www.standard.co.uk/
news/london/weve-
spent-100000-say-neighbours-
fighting-basement-
development-8106240.html

When the Meadows family 
cleared out the house in Stanley 
Crescent their parents lived in 
for 64 years they found many 
fascinating documents relating 
to the communal garden.  A 
resident at 16 Stanley Crescent 
kept up a steady flow of  
complaints.  This one was sent 
to Robert Meadows in 1962 
when he was Garden Secretary.

Dear Mr Meadows,
     I am sorry to bother you but I 
have heard several complaints about 
the nakedness of  three men sun 
bathing on our lawn this afternoon.  
They have nothing on but a strip of  
cloth round their loins and are 
altogether most revolting sights.  One 
lady I know, wished to sit on the lawn 
this afternoon, but felt too 
embarrassed to take her chair out.

    Is it not possible to tell these vulgar 
men that they must wear shorts, as 
this garden is  public in one sense and 
that women must wear bathing suits 
and not ‘Bikinis’ ?  I understand that 
if  people appear in Stanley Gardens 
garden, they must go in or be decently 
covered.
	
Yours Sincerely 
 E. H. UssherMany congratulations to the 

children who, entirely on their 
own initiative,  set up a stall 
when the garden was open to 
the public in June.  They sold 
toys, cakes and soft drinks 

raising £67.67 which was used 
to entertain the children from 
Chernobyl who came to 
London on 5th July.  This money 
plus donations from two 
generous residents enabled us to 

pay for the children to go on a 
tour on the Duck and then they 
came to the garden to have tea 
with our children followed by 
and lots of  fun and games.

Chernobyl Party - Well Done

Any guesses re the identity of  this 
resident in a ‘ shocking Bikini ‘?

Council uses eco tactics to outwit basement builders

To save trees (and time) the 
Garden has gone paperless. All 
Garden notices and news will 
now be posted on the Garden 
website.     

We will also be sending regular 
emails to all the  residents who 
are on the garden mailing list.  
If  you would like to be included 
please email your details us.

If  you would prefer to receive 
Garden Notices in the post                      
please write to :  
 Isabella Kullmann 54 Ladbroke 
Grove, W11 2PB.  We will 
continue to pin the minutes, 

Losing our paper trail

‘Radiation will stay in the Chernobyl area for 48,000 years but 
human beings may begin to repopulate the area in about 600 
years.’

The 
Queen’s 
Diamond 
Jubilee
Bench

Please go to our website to  see the letter of  thanks.

A New Bench has 
been purchased for 
use near the top 
lawn.  It has an 
inscription to mark 
the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee

 www.stanleycrescentgarden.wordpress.com         stanleycrescentgardens@gmail.com 
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