
	

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

24 th May - Tuesday • The AGM

The Annual General Meeting: at St Peter’s 
Church, Kensington Park Road. It is a lovely 
opportunity to chat with your neighbours and 
catch up with developments in the garden over 
a glass or two of wine.   

26 th June - Sunday • The Summer Party

The summer party will follow a similar pattern to 
previous years with children’s entertainment in 
the afternoon and a sit down dinner with music 
for the grown-ups in the evening.  The plans are 
still fluid but there might be line dancing or 
Scottish country dancing.

29 th October - Saturday • Fireworks Party

The Guy Fawkes Party will be held on Saturday.  
Help will be needed cooking the sausages and 
potatoes,  mulling the wine, and clearing up. 
Please  do volunteer. 

CONTACT
S h e i l a R o b e r t s o n - G a r d e n S e c r e t a r y 
email :robertson_sheila@sky.com   

tel: 0207 727 4351 

If  you are not receiving emails from the garden 
committee please let us know. If you are new to the 
garden please give Sheila all your contact details.

THE GARDEN NOTICE BOARD
The Garden Notice board is 
situated near the shed and is full of 
useful information including a list of 
the Garden Committee members, 
the date of the next committee 
meeting, and the minutes of the 
last meeting.  If anything is found in 
the garden, details will be pinned 
on the board.

WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO

When the Obamas moved into the White House 
they wanted a really good playset,so they copied 
ours. However,  we know from experience that a 
wooden roof lasts longer and protects the rest of 
the set better than canvas but maybe they don’t 
plan on staying in the White House too long.

LINKS
http://www.opensquares.org   
http://
www.londongardensonline.org.uk
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Georgina , Emily,  Mabel  and  Zoe
'having great fun at the 2010 summer party'
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SUMMER IS COMING
Spring is definitely here so summer cannot 
be too far behind, many residents will want 
to enjoy the garden and there are almost as 
many ways of enjoying it as there are people.  
Your Committee tries to strike a balance 
when drawing up the Bye-Laws and, as a 
reminder, we have re-printed them in the 
centre pages.  Do please do take a moment 
to read them.
The children are asked to play ball games on 
the centre lawn and the planting in that area 
is chosen to withstandi tougher treatment 
than around the other lawns.  It also gives 
grown-ups the chance to sit, read or 
sunbathe in peace elsewhere. With people 
spreading  rugs and having  picnics on the 
grass and very small children crawling  about 
it is hoped that dog owners will discourage 
their dogs from fouling the grass and,  if they 
do so, that they will clean up thoroughly.
We have two bins for the children to throw 
away their drink cartons and sweet wrappers 
but we would ask that people take their 
picnic leftovers home.  The squirrels and 
foxes pull everything out of the bins which 
makes the garden look unsightly.

INTER-GARDEN MEETING
On 21st March our Garden Committee hosted 
an Inter-Garden Meeting.  We invited three 
representatives from five adjacent gardens to 
discuss the general running  of the gardens to 
exchange ideas and useful contacts.
In particular we compared the Bye-Laws of 
the six gardens and you may be interested to 
read what we discovered.  Needless to say 
the discussion centered mainly around 
children and dogs.
We are the only garden that  allows children 
to play football – other gardens allowed 
younger children to play with small soft balls.  
None of the gardens allowed adult football.  
One garden did not have any play equipment 
other than a Wendy house. The other 
gardens had swings and slides similar to 
ours and, like us, they had raised money 
from the families to pay for the equipment 
with a contribution from the garden budget.  
Bikes were generally permitted on the paths 

with a limit set by age (14 years)  or wheel size 
(20 inches).

One garden did not allow dogs at all.  Most 
had similar rules to ours in that dogs must be 
on a lead with a responsible person to pick up 
any mess.  One garden allowed dogs off the 
lead, although this garden had only 3 dogs 
which came into the garden.  ( We have 23 
registered dogs ).                                       

TREES
No doubt many of you have read about the 
various diseases which are affecting so many 
different species of trees these days.  You 
may have noticed that the leaves on our 
chestnuts have been turning brown in August 
over the last few years.  This is caused by leaf 
minor.  This moth weakens the tree but does 
not kill it.  More serious is black canker which, 
unfortunately, the chestnuts have developed 
recently.  This can kill.  It would be a tragedy if 
we lost our four magnificent chestnuts. The 
Garden Committee has sought expert advice 
and Bartlett Tree Specialist are treating both 
problems.  They are treating the chestnuts at 
Buckingham Palace and Hampton Court--if 
anyone can save our trees it would appear to 
be this company

BOYS – FOOTBALL SHIRTS NEEDED

Georgina Seal (33  Ladbroke Gardens – white 
house by the bottom gate) is collecting football 
shirts for her school to send to Africa.  If you 
have any you have out-grown,  please let her 
or Sheila have them as soon as possible.  
Children in Africa love football and know all 
about our teams but could never afford a new 
shirt.

GARDEN RAILINGS

The railings which divide the various houses 
from the communal garden are subject to a 
preservation order so they cannot be changed 
in any way.   Most people have their section 
painted when they paint the backs of their 
houses but some parts are looking  rather 
neglected and it might be worth considering 
having them painted before they begin to 
suffer from rust.   It might, however, be best to 
wait until the autumn as so many things are 

beginning to come into bloom now and it would 
be a shame to have to cut anything  back. The 
committee has found a new metal man who 
seems to be very good and not too expensive.  
The garden secretary would be happy to give 
you his contact details.

ARMILLARY

Our armillary was commissioned from David 
Harber for the millennium.   David's  work can 
been seen in many places around London 
including near Speakers' Corner in Hyde Park.  
Prince Charles has an armillary very similar to 
ours at Highgrove.    If you look closely at ours 
you will see the distance and direction to John 
O' Groats, Greenwich and Land's End.   David 
also designs stunning  garden pieces so do look 
out for his stand if you go to Chelsea this year.
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